
Grade: 5/6* Subject: Lesson Title: Teacher:

Inidcator(s)/Modified Indicator:

Key Understandings:

('I Can' Statements)

Essential Questions:

•IN5.1b:  Reseatch similarities and differences in ways of life among First Nation and Inuit communities prior to European 

contact.

Importance of Buffalo to FN Peoples Chelsey Croft

•IN5.1:  Demonstrate an understanding of the Aboriginal heritage of Canada.

*My co-op teacher teaches the grade 5 curriculum for social studies

Outcome(s):

None that I can think of regarding this lesson. 

Management Strategies:

Possible Adaptations/Differentiation:

Safety Considerations:

•After the lesson is complete, students will get a worksheet to complete where they have to:

•IN5.1f:  Paraphrase a traditional narrative about the origins of the First Nation of Inuit people, about the relationship with 

the natural environment, and connections betweem spirituality and the natural environment. 

•While reading stories be sure to move around the room to keep all of the students engaged and focused on the story. 

•If the students are not voluntarily answering discussion questions, the popsicle sticks will be used.

•Worksheet (25 copies) made up and printed by Chelsey Croft 

•Students can describe why the buffalo was so 

important to First Nation culture.

•Students can point to certain parts of a buffalo and 

state what First Nation people used it for. 

•Why was the bufalo so important to First Nation culture?

•How was the buffalo utilized in First Nation culture?

Learning Assessment:

Materials Needed:

•Why is a First Nation story teller so important to their culture?

     -List what certain parts of the buffalo and how they were used in First Nation culture.

     -What is one more thing you learned about the buffalo (Hint: Population, where they lived, lifespan,  how they move)

•Students will hand in this worksheet to me at the end of class time to be marked.  See attached worksheet with answers and 

grading scheme.  I will also take mental notes of which students take part in our verbal discussion throughout the lesson.  I 

will make note of who participated after the class is over. 

•2 story books - 'The Ghost Dance' and 'Honouring the Buffalo' - both obtained from the TPC at the U of R.

Social Studies

   -Teacher picks popsicle sticks with students' names on themto determine whp answers the question.

•For the student's who don't read English very well, I can read aloud the directions, and go over an example.

     -Why was the buffalo so important to the First Nation culture? 



60 mins

Set (warm up): Time: 8 to 10 mins

Time: 40 to 45 mins

Learning Closure: Time: ~ 5 to 10 mins

Development (Main Lesson):

•Ask the students/discuss why they think it was such a big deal to First Nation culture why the buffalo numbers decreased so 

rapidly.

Total Time:

•Display a picture of a buffalo on the board and ask students if they know what this animal is.

•Read the students 'The Ghost Dance' (~3.5 mins)

Step by Step Lesson Plan

•This lesson will be taught as a power point presentation, open classroom discussion (question/answer) & a story about the 

relationship between past First Nation people and the buffalo.

•Go over 'basic' facts about the buffalo - population (past & present), reasons for their decline, size, lifespan, locomotion, 

ways they were hunted & where they reside (past & present). (~8 to 10 mins)

•Briefly go over what a Wisdom Keeper is in First Nation culture and the importance of story telling. 

•Read the story 'Honouring the Buffalo'. (~13 to 15 mins)

•Ask the students again why they think it was such a big deal when the buffalo population began to decrease. Ie. Why are the 

buffalo so important to past First Nation culture? (~2 to 3 mins)

•Ask students if they can recall what parts of the buffalo past First Nation people used, and how they used them. (~2 to 3 

mins)

•Go over the past First nation uses of the buffalo with the diagram. (~5 mins)

•Hand out a worksheet to the students and have them complete it in class.  If time permits, discuss the answers as a group. 

(~8 to 10 mins)

•If students do not have enough time to complete the worksheet I will ask them to bring it back for next Wednesday and hand 

in to.

•Ask the students if they have any questions regarding the use of buffalo to past First Nation people or the importance of First 

Nation story telling.

•What is one thing you learned about  Frist Nation 'Story Tellers'? (~1 to 2 mins)

Reflection:

Exit Slip:


